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	Advisor Incentive for Membership

	Membership Kits have been mailed to all chapters that affiliated last year.

November 15 is the deadline for SkillsUSA membership to be received, in order for chapters to receive all four issues of SkillsUSA Champions magazine. In addition, if at least 20 student members and one or more professional members are registered by that date, the advisor will receive a free SkillsUSA Chapter Banner (value $25.00). Instructors who submit a roster with 100-percent membership, plus one or more professionals, will also receive a SkillsUSA planning calendar. For more information, see the SkillsUSA Membership Kit.


	Fall Leadership Conference 

	October 26-27 will be the dates for the CTSO Fall Leadership Conference in Albuquerque.  Come join in an exciting opportunity for Student and Teacher Development and Leadership.  Student workshops include: Teamwork, First Impressions, Online Portfolios, CTSO Involvement, and many more.  Dr. Lomax, Bureau Chief of the Career Technical Workforce Bureau, Public Education Department, will present on the state of Career Education in New Mexico.  
If you have not received registration documents, please contact Saundra Castillo at 575-973-2427.



	Certified Training Program

	The certified training program was started in 2006-07.  National SkillsUSA will pay hotel and meals for two people to attend, individuals will be responsible for travel costs.  Candidates should: 1) Possess teaching experience at the high school or college/postsecondary level. 2) Have used the PDP and/or CSEP curriculum in the classroom. 3) Be active in SkillsUSA activities. 4) Maintain a flexible schedule so as to assist with statewide training for local teachers/advisors.  Participants will receive the current SkillsUSA Leadership Handbook, SkillsUSA Technical Standards, and ASK CD. The workshop will take place November 14-15, 2008 in California.
Interested persons should submit a letter of interest, with reference to their qualifications and how they will disseminate the information to the rest of New Mexico.  Letters of interest should be submitted to: 
Saundra Castillo, 1400 Sudderth Drive, Ruidoso, NM  88345.


	Work Force Ready System

	SkillsUSA members will be able to the new Work Force Ready System technical assessments beginning in the Spring of 2009.  Assessments will be available in 46 areas of skill attainment.  Member price for the assessments will be $5.00 per assessment.  Non-members will pay $20.00 per assessment.


	Grant Opportunities for Your Chapter

	In September, Timberland will provide an opportunity for SkillsUSA chapters to "go green" and apply for service project grants. Projects will focus on community greening initiatives. September 15 is the first day to obtain applications. Visit http://skillsusa.org/educators/timberlandsvc.shtml 
In late October, watch for announcement of new chapter grants of up to $10,000 from Lowe's Charitable and Educational Foundation. Current information on the grant program is on view at http://skillsusa.org/educators/lowes.shtml  


	On-line Resources For Instructors

	
SkillsUSA has developed 13 new online training modules on managing successful SkillsUSA chapters. They were created through our W. K. Kellogg Foundation Champions for Change grant. The modules are at http://www.championsforchange.org/changeinprogress.html  
Also new, free and online is the Chapter Activity Planner that will help your students master six steps from organizing to reporting an activity http://www.skillsusa.org/educators/cap.shtml  (and there's a module in there for advisors too). And, the Personal Leadership Inventory (PLI) is a series of online self-assessments for students to grow their skills as individuals, team members, citizens and employees. There's also a module for instructors on how to put the PLI into action in the classroom. http://www.skillsusa.org/educators/pli.shtml  
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