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	Membership

	Membership Kits have been mailed to all chapters that affiliated last year.

The first 30 chapters that affiliate with at least 12 student members and one or more professional members will receive two free CD-ROMs, one containing the new Technical Standards (competition rules and regulations) for 2009-2010, the second containing the 2009 national contest projects. 

The deadline for full SkillsUSA member services is November 15. This is the

deadline to receive all four issues of SkillsUSA Champions magazine and the advisor incentives. If at least 20 student members and one or more professional members are registered by that date, the advisor will receive a free SkillsUSA Podium Banner (value $25.00). Instructors, who submit a roster with 100-percent membership, plus one or more professionals, will also receive a SkillsUSA planning calendar. For more information, see the SkillsUSA Membership Kit.



	State Service Project

	One Hundred Forty five Career Technical Student Organization members participated in the annual State Service Project on Oct 27th, 2009.  Students worked in cooperation with the City of Albuquerque, Senior Affairs Division. CTE students completed jobs including; mowing lawns, cleaning up trash and weeds, and house painting for various senior homeowners throughout the City of Albuquerque.

Service Project Participants
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	Fall Leadership Conference 

	Fall Leadership Conference was held October 26-27 at the Sheraton in Albuquerque.  Come join in an exciting opportunity for Student and Teacher Development and Leadership.  One Hundred Forty-five SkillsUSA members attended the conference.  SkillsUSA members attending were from Gadsden HS, Pojoaque HS, Chaparral HS, New Mexico State University-DACC, Farmington HS, Deming HS, New Mexico Junior College, Navajo Technical College, and West Mesa HS.
Thank you to Central New Mexico Community College for presenting workshops.


	Work Force Ready System

	SkillsUSA members are able to access the new Work Force Ready System technical assessments.  Member price for the assessments is $5.00 per assessment.  Non-members pay $20.00 per assessment. Current assessments available in the following technical areas:
· Advertising Design
· Automated Manufacturing Technology
· Commercial Baking
· Computer Maintenance Technology
· Cosmetology
· Employability 
· Internetworking 
· Nail Care
· Nurse Assisting
· Photography
· Welding
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· Automotive Service Technology
· Collision Repair Technology
For more information go to http://www.workforcereadysystem.org/


	SkillsUSA and National Technical Honor Society

	SkillsUSA is working with the National Technical Honor Society (NTHS)

to promote student achievement. NTHS will award four $1,000 scholarships to SkillsUSA members at our 2010 National Leadership and Skills Conference. To be eligible, students must be active, dues-paying members of both SkillsUSA and NTHS, complete an application and write an essay. 
For more information, go to: www.skillsusa.org/nths. 


	Lowe's Charitable and Educational Foundation. 

	Service projects help students develop skills in critical thinking, organization, teamwork, communication and more. Lowe’s Charitable & Educational Foundation provides grants up to $10,000 for projects that provide life-changing experiences for your students. 

There are four categories:

· Community Service Grants to improve an aspect of your local community

· Campus Improvement Grants to enhance your school campus or technical lab

· CareerSafe Online training vouchers to promote safety among technical students

· Sed de Saber Grants to teach English to Hispanic students and their families 

Current information on the grant program is on at http://skillsusa.org/educators/lowes.shtml  


	On-line Resources For Instructors

	
Don’t forget to check out the online advisor training modules (Advisor Essentials Training Library) have been developed for the Champions for Change program. These modules are designed to be easy-to-use, easy-to-access and to connect advisors to existing resources. All advisors are welcome to use the training modules anytime, anywhere to learn how to develop a strong SkillsUSA chapter. For more information and to view the modules, go to 

http://www.championsforchange.org/changeinprogress.html  

Also free and online are two additional resources - Chapter Activity Planner and Personal Leadership Inventory.  

The Chapter Activity Planner (CAP) is a tool that makes planning and conducting chapter activities fun and effective. The planner makes it easy to brainstorm ideas, set goals, create an action plan, track assigned tasks and evaluate progress. At the end of an activity, the tool produces an electronic report to save for future reference. The CAP will help students master six steps from organizing to reporting an activity. There is also an online learning module for advisors and a lesson plan to introduce members to the planning process and help them begin using the tool.  To access this resource and learn more visit: http://www.skillsusa.org/educators/cap.shtml.  

The Personal Leadership Inventory (PLI) is a series of online self-assessments for students to grow their skills as individuals, team members, citizens and employees. There’s also a module for instructors on how to put the PLI into action in the classroom and a lesson plan to introduce your members to the personal growth process and the PLI. Go to http://www.skillsusa.org/educators/pli.shtml.


	2009 National Leadership and Skills Conference Souvenir DVD

	SkillsUSA is now taking orders for the 2009 SkillsUSA National Leadership and Skills Conference Souvenir DVD. This feature-length DVD brings back all of the excitement, the fun and the memories of national conference, event by event. From the Opening Ceremony to TECHSPO, delegate sessions, the competition floor, the community service projects and the Awards Ceremony, conference week is captured forever. This makes a wonderful gift for national conference attendees, for your state officer team or for the volunteers who helped make your conference experience a success. This is also a nice gift for the school administrators, industry partners or parents who helped to fund a trip to nationals. Seeing the conference DVD early in the year can also give students greater motivation to strive for excellence so they can be part of the 2010 SkillsUSA national conference. Show it during your fall conferences or membership visits. A bonus slide show with music is included, featuring a 30-minute montage of photos from all conference events. The DVD is $19.95, Stock No. 983. To order, call 800-321-8422 or go to http://www.skillsusa.org/store/dvd.html.



	ACTE Convention and Career Tech Expo

	The 2009 ACTE Convention and Career Tech Expo will be held Nov. 19-21 at the Gaylord Opryland Resort and Convention Center. Be sure to stop by the SkillsUSA booth to visit with staff and national officers.
Registration and housing is still open. For conference details, go to:

www.acteonline.org


	WLTI

	The 42nd annual Washington Leadership Training Institute was held Sept. 19-23. While the National Leadership and Skills Conference is our best-known event, the WLTI is as close to the original mission of SkillsUSA as the Championships. Right from the beginning, the Washington Leadership Training Institute was designed to give students and teachers a voice on Capitol Hill. It is their way of talking to elected officials about the importance of career and technical education and the students who have chosen this course. 
Six students, Ruben Amador – NMSU DACC, Javier Marin, Shayanne Haisten, Shelby White, and Juan Carlo Medina – Hobbs HS, and Amber Benson – Navajo Technical College attended the conference.  These delegates have now joined a long line of red blazers who have made their feelings known on the Hill since 1966. State Farm Insurance Companies sponsored the 2009 Washington Leadership Training Institute.



	New SKILLSUSA Store

	On September 1, the all-new www.SkillsUSAStore.org opened with an array of new products including fashion apparel, accessories and gift items. Log on at www.SkillsUSA Store.org to order stylish clothing and accessories that help you show your pride in SkillsUSA! 

The  all-new official blazer will be available for purchase this October. Offered at a new low price of $99.95, the attractive new blazer features a lighter weight fabric, SkillsUSA labeling and custom buttons and an interior tag for noting owner information. The blazer will be shipped with a garment bag for ease of storage. 

Be sure to visit often, as new products will be added frequently. If you need special items or assistance in using the site, simply dial 1- 800-401-1560, and the customer care team will be happy to assist you.

Thank you for supporting your organization with the purchase of official SkillsUSA products.  
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