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General Rules
Divisions:

SkillsUSA has two major divisions; secondary, for high school career-technical programs; and postsecondary, for college programs.

Chapters and Sections:

A local high school or postsecondary/college chapter of SkillsUSA New Mexico may be organized by an entire school or institution; a specific department or program area; or individual class(es) which meet the requirements of a technical, skilled, service, or health occupations education program.  Schools or institutions consisting of more than one SkillsUSA Chapter, should organize a local Executive Committee.  

The recommended structure is a single charter issued to a school, known officially as the “SkillsUSA Chapter”.  Each chapter should have a constitution, elect officers, and develop a Program of Work.  The recommended SkillsUSA Chapter structure is one Section for each Technical Program of Study/department.  Each technical program/department within the Chapter (school) should elect section officers and develop a Program of Work (calendar of activities) as part of the instructional program.  A chapter might have one section or several.  All the sections within a school are called the SkillsUSA Chapter.  Schools with more than one section are called multiple-section chapters.  Sections may have separate Programs of Work, funding sources, and officers, but operate under a single chapter charter.
Do to the stated purposes of the organization; a SkillsUSA New Mexico Chapter must be directly associated with a student’s educational plan and co-curricular in nature.

Dual enrollment chapters are those SkillsUSA chapters located at postsecondary institutions which have dual enrollment articulation agreements with local secondary institutions for career technical training programs.

The instructors who join as professional members and manage the section and/or chapter are the SkillsUSA Advisors.

Championship Eligibility:

An Eligible Student is one who is currently enrolled or graduated at mid-year in a New Mexico Career-Technical Education Program; is a SkillsUSA State and National dues paying member of an active chapter as shown on the current SkillsUSA New Mexico membership roster (an active chapter must have a minimum of six student members and one professional member); meets local school eligibility requirements; is properly registered for the conference; and is properly registered for the competition.

Secondary Students must also meet requirements of the New Mexico Activities Association for state sanctioned activities.

If secondary students are enrolled in a career-technical program through dual enrollment at a postsecondary institution, they are considered “secondary” members.  If competing in the secondary division of competition, the students must meet the eligibility requirements for secondary students.
Championship Guidelines:

A maximum of three members per school/institution are allowed to participate in each of the Individual Events and the two member team events at the State Leadership and Skills Championships. 
 An exception to the three member regulation is the Automotive Service Technology Event.  Two members per section are allowed in the Automotive Events.
One entry from each school/institution is allowed in the Team Events, which require more than two members, at the State Championships.  Please refer to the National Technical Standards for number of members required for each specific team event.
An exception to the one team per school/institution regulation is the TeamWorks event.  Schools/Institutions are allowed two teams in the TeamWorks event.
Dual enrollment chapters may submit secondary students as entries in the secondary division at the State Championships.
Each Contestant may enter only One Skill Event and One Leadership Event at the State Championships.

Contestants entering skill  and/or leadership events must be members enrolled in a coherent sequence of courses, program of study, or a career major that prepares them for further education and/or employment related to technology, the health industry, trades or industry.  Contestants must be earning credit towards a diploma/degree/certificate during the school year in which the State Championship is held. 

Minimum Numbers:

When there are fewer than three (3) students or teams entered in a competitive event on the state level, the local advisors of the students/team will be responsible for developing and conducting the contest; and securing judges.  
National Championship Eligibility:

First place (Gold Medalists) at the State Championships will be eligible to enter the National Championships.  If the first place state winner does not participate in the National championships the second place (silver medalist) or third place (bronze medalist) may be designated as national competitor.
State winners in Collision Repair may enter either Collision Repair or Automotive Refinishing at the national level.  The Gold Medalist will have first choice as to the event they will enter at the national level.  The Silver Medalist will have the option to enter the other event.

It is recommended that all medalists meet a minimum competency in order to be eligible to represent New Mexico at the National Championships.

Minimum competency:

Minimum competency is defined as the score that must be attained in the state championships in order to qualify for competition at the national championships.

It is recommended that to be eligible for the national championships, the state contestant’s scores should be 70 % or better, of the total points possible for a particular event at the State Championship.
The Event Chairs have the discretionary authority to recommend whether or not the competitors should compete at the national championships.  

All decisions of the Event Chairs are final.  
Contestant Guidelines:

· Contestants shall not have any identification showing name, school, or any indication of where they are from.  Including clothing that might be identifiable. Identifying material is considered grounds for disqualification.
· Each contestant will need to have a Resume for each of the contest areas competing in.  Resumes must be presented to the Event Chair at the beginning of the event.   Resumes will not be accepted after the Event begins.

· Start times will be strictly enforced.  Students will not be allowed to compete if they are late to an event.  (Remember “If you are 10 minutes early, you are on time.  If you are on time, you are late.  If you are late, you won’t be participating.”)  Please allow time in your planning.
· In the event of a tie, the tie breaker will be determined by the National Occupational Competency Testing Institute (NOCTI) exam.
· Contestants shall not hold conversations with anyone except the judges during the competition.  No faculty or advisors are allowed in the competition areas.

· No cell phones or other electronic devices will be allowed in the competition.  Students using these during the competitions will be disqualified.
· NLSC Form 1 – Personal and Liability Release, Code of Conduct – Three copies.  Students will need one for themselves (to be kept on their person at all times), one for their advisor, and one turned into conference headquarters at registration. 

· Dress code will be enforced for the respective activities during conference. During the Opening and Closing Ceremonies, either official SkillsUSA dress or Business/Professional dress is required. For the competitive events students will need to wear the official conference t-shirt with nice pants (no holes or ratty appearing pants) or the required protective clothing for your specific event.
· All decisions of the Event Chairs are final
ADVISOR DUTIES

1. Register on-line at www.skillsusa.org 
2. Turn in at on-site registration 

· NLSC Form 1 – Personal and Liability Release for each participant and yourself.

· Payment for Conference
· Gifts for Award Prizes, we are asking each advisor to provide at least three prizes for our student competitors

3. Provide cell phone number at on-site registration.  Advisors may be called to assist with competitive events. Contact information is needed in case of emergency.

4. Hotel Hall Duty.  Please make sure that your students are in their rooms by the set curfew, and remain in their rooms after curfew.
5. Assist with monitoring the conference session doors at Opening and Closing

6. Assist with monitoring the students dress for the Awards Ceremony.  All students that go on stage to receive a medal should be in Official SkillsUSA attire.  Each advisor should make sure that their students are dressed properly.
7. Chaperone student social on Friday night.  If your students are participating in the Social on Friday night, you are expected to be there.

8. No faculty or advisors are allowed in the competition areas during competition.
9. Be responsible and professional at all times.  
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